
Tag Specifications: Uncovering, Solving
Hidden Obstacles

To specify a customer’s tag order cost-effectively while
maintaining high quality standards, it is essential to gain

a full understanding of the needs or uses of the tag being
requested. Current technology provides greater choices for
designing and producing tags, which can sometimes lead to
greater confusion when specifying them.

There are some basic questions you can ask customers to
help ensure you provide the best possible solutions to their
tag needs. The answers to these questions also will enable
you to provide outside tag suppliers with the information
necessary to produce your customer’s tags without errors or
unforeseen additional costs.

What are the dimensions of the
tag? 
Tags can be manufactured in one
of 12 industry standard sizes (#1
through #12) or practically any
size in between. The most cost-
effective size range usually is from
#1 (13/8 x 23/4 inches) through #8
(31/8 x 61/4 inches). Tags exceeding
size #8 are considered oversize
within our industry and usually
cost more to manufacture. Even so,
some tags just have too much
information printed on them to fit
within a standard size. We have
produced tags as large as 10 x 14
inches. 

What kind of stock or material is
required? 
We most often receive requests for
paper tags. Paper tag stocks fall
into two basic categories: uncoated
or coated. Uncoated tag stocks are
white, manila or colored dyed-in-
the-pulp (DIP). White and manila
stocks typically are available in
100-, 125- or 175-lb. weights,
while colored DIP stock usually is
available in 125-lb. weight. The
DIP colored stock is similar in

appearance to vellum bristol or index stocks.
If you tear DIP stock and look at the fibers, they are the

same color as the material itself, i.e., red DIP is red all the
way through. DIP stocks typically are less expensive than
coated stocks, have a coarser surface and appearance, and
are less rigid. 

The next category of requested materials can be more
confusing: synthetics. There are numerous types of synthetic
materials in the market today with new ones being developed
on a regular basis. Although they are known by many differ-
ent trade names, the most popular materials requested for

tags include spunbonded olefin,
polyethylene, polypropylene and
vinyl. The best material for a partic-
ular tag can be determined by exam-
ining its end use. 

Most synthetics exhibit proper-
ties for weather, chemical and tear
resistance. However, some will
perform better than others in cer-
tain circumstances. For example,
polyethylene films are very strong
in comparison to their mil thick-
ness, especially those that are
cross-laminated (consisting of
many opposing layers of film).
This makes them suitable for appli-
cations that require extra material
strength, such as use in industrial
environments. 

Where cost is more of a factor,
polypropylene films usually suf-
fice. Although the film is not as
strong as others are, it is quite suit-
able for applications where rough
handling will not occur.
Spunbonded olefin film has been
around for many years and remains
a mainstay in our industry. It is
very durable and weather-resistant,
and through the years it has found
many uses, from tagging shipped
goods to seafood. All in all, your
best bet is to discuss your cus-
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